
Minutes of the Meeting of Mautby Parish Council held on Wednesday 25th March 2026 at 7.30pm at 
Runham Village Hall 

 
Present: Mark Bullent, Chair 
  Amanda Bayfield, Vice Chair 
  Ruth Easter 
  Vivyan Bishop 
  Jean Hodgson 

Sara Burns, Parish Clerk  
 
Also present: Cllr Adrian Thompson and 5 members of the public 
 

1. Apologies for absence 
Paul Newby and Sarah Flatman sent their apologies, accepted by all. 
 

2. Declaration of interest for items on the agenda 
Amanda Bayfield and Jean Hodgson declared an interest in the Village Hall as members of the Village 
Hall committee. Amanda Bayfield declared an interest in item number 8.d on the agenda. 

 
3. To approve minutes of the previous meeting 

The minutes of the previous meeting held on Wednesday 28th January 2026 were approved, agreed by 
all. 
 

4. Public Forum 
a. Public 

5 members of the public were present; the following was raised: 
- The noticeboard on the Village Green in Runham is very dirty and information cannot be seen. A 

member of the public agreed they will be cleaning this in the near future. 
- A member of the public would like the Parish Council to organise signs being put up down 

Mautby Footpath containing the words ‘No Fouling’ and ‘No Cycling’ as there are many issues 
with dog foul not being picked up and a few occasions when cyclists have used this footpath. 
Clerk to source information and approval for signs and add to next agenda for the Parish 
Council to discuss. 

- It was asked who owns and is responsible for the dykes/ditches around Runham, they get 
clogged up with debris/leaves/twigs and the member of the public wanted to know if a 
particular authority clears the drains, so the water continues to flow freely. Parish Council 
members noted the Internal Drainage Board have been out recently to Mautby and carried out 
some remedial work with a view to doing more work in the future, it was also noted that it may 
come under The Broads Authority’s responsibilities. Clerk to look into this further to establish 
who is responsible.  

- A member of the public thanked the Parish Council for their recognition and response to the 
Tree Preservation Order, item 8.d on the agenda. 

 
b. Country / Borough Councillors 

Cllr Adrian Thompson reported the following: 
- The recent LGR announcement has confirmed the government have chosen three Unitary 

Councils for Norfolk which will be effective from May 2028. There will be Elections in May 2027 
for approximately 60 Councillors for the new Unitary Councils. 

- GYBC have finished the Borough Plan which includes working towards building 380 new houses 
per year, this has now been increased to 525 per year. As of Easter 2026, Parish Councils and 
land owners will be written to regarding putting up land. 

- The Road opposite Thrigby Hall has been resurfaced and will now be on the regular resurfacing 
schedule. 

- Streetlights should be installed by early April, it was hoped to be done sooner but the install is 
more complicated than a standard installation, GYBC confirmed they have the lights and are 
liaising with Cozens lighting to get these installed. 



- Unfortunatly there is not yet a date for when the Parish will be added to the main sewer. 
- Fibre Broadband update; cables are in and the next step is to get the black boxes (nodules) on 

the post, this can then be linked to houses. 
- There is a broken light on Runham Village green, Adrian Thompson has kindly offered to report 

this to GYBC as a separate issue to the Streetlights which will be installed in April. 
 

c. Police 
No Police present 

 
5. Clerk Report 

a. Noted the TPO letter of objection has been submitted to npLaw on 05/03, a copy also sent to GYBC 
and when Clerk receives any update, this will be passed on to Cllrs.  

b. Sarah Flatman noted the following: The IDB came and had a look at the dykes near us and initially 
they are going to do some remedial work to clear some tree branches and will look at further work in 
the future. 
We did a litter pick last week. I would add if Runham are thinking of doing one it is getting a bit late 
as the undergrowth on the verges is getting quite long and it is difficult to see smaller items of 
rubbish. 
 

6. Finance 
a. Finances 2025/26 to date. Since the last meeting the following has been received: 

None 
 

b. Payments – it was agreed to pay the following. Proposed by xxx Seconded by xxx, all agreed: 
i. Sara-Louise Burns  Salary Feb & March 2026   £361.60 
ii. HMRC    PAYE Feb & March 2026   £47.60 
iii. Sara-Louise Burns  Microsoft Office Lifetime 50%   £61.27 

 
c. Payments made: 

i. Heart2Heart    Defibrillator     £845 
 

 
7. Correspondence and Consultations 

None to note 
 

8. Planning 
a. New Applications 

None 
 

b. Applications considered between meetings 
None 
 

c. Decisions 
None 
 

d. Tree Preservation Order 
No.18 of 2025 – Trees on Land at Bracken Lodge, Runham, Mautby NR29 3EF - Object 
 

9. Reports from Councillors and Outside Bodies 
a. Risk Assessments and Defect Reports around the parish including Highways and Street Lights 

Ruth Easter noted the previously reported potholes have been repaired. 
 

b. Ownership of Footpath between Chapel Road and Church Lane 
The fallen tree still remains on this lane, the Clerk reported the following: after looking back 
through previous minutes, the last correspondence found is from November 2023 when a 
decision notice was received and an application to the Secretary of State was submitted to add 
to the definitive footpath map. There has been no correspondence since, Norfolk County 



Council are unable to help with any information regarding who owns and is responsible for this 
lane. Clerk to continue work and add to next agenda. 

 
c. Health and Safety 

Ruth Easter noted there was a loose cable blowing around in the wind, could have been a live 
cable. Easter reported this to Open Reach, and they have since been out and taped this to the 
pole and it no longer poses a health and safety risk. 
Amanda Bayfield noted the bus sign has fallen down, Mark Bullent kindly offered to put this 
back up. 
Amanda Bayfield raised concerns of overflowing dog bins and the green litter bin on Runham 
Village Green not being emptied regularly. Cllr Adrian Thompson confirmed, if the Parish 
Council contact him when they are getting full, he will ensure they are emptied. There is not a 
regular service for this, it is not done with the regular household waste collections, another 
option is to report this to GYBC and they will ensure the green general waste bin is emptied. 
Ruth Easter reminded the Council that www.fixmystreet.com is readily available for anyone to 
report a wide range of issues, including overflowing bins. This website is linked on the Parish 
Council website.  
Amanda Bayfield noted safety checks have been carried out at the Village Hall. 

 
d. Village Hall Committee Report 

Amanda Bayfield, VHC member, reported the following: 
- There was a broken light at the VH, which Mark Bullent kindly repaired. 
- The solar battery has been installed 
- The accounts and finances are looking good, noting the Fish and Chip quiz night was a huge 

success and the Lunch Club is a regular income for the VHC. 
- There will be Elections in May, the VH will be used for voting and therefore also provide 

income.  
- The insurance has increased by £20, and Amanda noted they would be adding the solar 

battery to the insurance policy. 
- The VHC looked at transferring banks to Unity, however the cost is too much and would 

therefore be continuing to bank with Lloyds. Amanda Bayfield will also be added as another 
signatory. 

- Another quiz night is being planned, no date confirmed yet. 
- There will be a family bingo night held in July, a quiz night in October and there will be a 

Christmas Lunch in December. 
- The Village fete is being held on Sunday 6th of September 2026 
- Amanda noted the VHC discussed getting internet at the VH, she noted how beneficial this 

would be for the local community and groups that book the hall. It was also noted how 
volunteers could run workshops for the local community. This could add resilience to the 
community, for example if there is a power cut. Bayfield noted she has applied for £5000 
grant to help with getting this started, she will report back whether the application has been 
successful or not. 

 
e. Internet at the Village Hall 

Covered in item 9.d above. 
 

f. Village Green 
The Village Fete will be held on Sunday 6th September 2026, Clerk to contact the Mole Treatment 
company to arrange mole treatment before the fete. 

 
g. Discuss April Litter Pick for Earth Day 

Ruth Easter is organising a Litter Pick for Earth Day, the proposed date is Sunday 19th April. It is 
hoped to be able to use Thrigby Hall car park, starting at 10am. Ruth Easter is going to be in contact 
to arrange the parking with Thrigby Hall. Once all agreed, posters will be made and displayed on the 
Parish Council website and the noticeboards. 
Ruth Easter also commented on taking part in No Mow May again this year, it was agreed to take 
part and have the same verges as last year left to grow and help biodiversity. The village green 

http://www.fixmystreet.com/


would continue to have the grass cut. Clerk to inform Maple Trees who carry out the grass cutting 
on the village green. 
Vivyan Bishop noted how wonderful all the daffodils look and thanked Ruth Easter for planting. The 
Parish Council thanked Adrian Thompson for purchasing the bulbs. 
 

h. Policing and Vandalism 
Nothing to report on this occasion 
 

i. SAM2 Results 
Mark Bullent will get the results and charge the battery, Clerk to add results to website. The 
possibility of changing the location of the SAM2 was discussed, after a member of the public noted 
a road which often has cars speeding down. It was agreed to move the SAM2 to the alternative 
location for a short period of time. 
 

10.  Items for inclusion on the next agenda 
a. Signs requested by a member of the public 
b. Ownership of Footpath between Chapel Road and Church Lane 
 

11. Reports from Councillors and outside bodies – for information only 
a. It was noted by Cllrs that the new website could not be found when searched for on Google, 

members of the public had also commented on this. It was also commented that there are a few 
small errors in posters/spreadsheets which link to the wrong document. Clerk to fix. 

b. It was discussed that the up-to-date contact details for the Parish Council need to be updated with 
the NR19 guide and the Church Flyer 

c. There was discussion regarding whether the Parish Council should set up and run a Facebook 
Page, after discussion, it was agreed to not set one up at this point in time. 

d. It was discussed there should be a level of security added to the Solar Panel Battery which has 
recently been installed, most likely placing this in a locked cupboard/box. Clerk to add this to next 
agenda. 

 
12. Date of next meeting:  

Annual Parish Meeting – Wednesday 27th May 2026 7pm at Runham Village Hall 
Annual Parish Council Meeting – Wednesday 27th May 7.30pm Runham Village Hall 
 

Meeting closed at: 20.33 
 

CHAIRMAN 


